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Coupled with the 2011 Census 
the Family Survey 
• a large national sample (365,000 individuals men and 

women aged 18 and over) 

• a self-completed short questionnaire (4 p.) 

• a major source of individual information concerning 
family matters (union formation and dissolution, 
fertility, etc.) 

The possibility to confront  

 Census information with Family survey details 



Confronting two data sources  

 Mismatching between census and family 

survey 

 Definition effect in complex families 

 Restrictive link definition effect  

 Link interpretation effect 

Objectives: 

Advocate for the scrutiny of our 
concepts and the data used  



Census describes Households and the 

Family Survey describes families 



Counting in EFL / Counting in Census 
Number of individual bulletin in the census 

1 2 3 4 5 6+ total (hors 

sym) 

Number of 

people 

describe as 

living in the 

household 

1 69989 6755 2035 797 354 308 10249 

total par 

groupe 

 

2 1562 123713 6985 2353 957 627 10922 

3 703 3243 52195 7397 2834 1566 11797 

4 166 862 3740 42102 1040 451 1491 

5 32 155 762 3410 14336 570 570 

6+ 15 63 147 743 1739 4989   

total (hors 

sym) 

2478 4323 4649 4153 1739   

17342 
 total par groupe 

 35029 

307324 

6 individual census bulletins 1 family questio. of 4 people + 1 family questio.of 1 person 

Census 
EFL with 

female 

respondents 



How does the census produce  

family description? 

From 

• Individual forms for more then 84% of the household 

(the simpliest) 

• List A members, known relationships and individual 

forms.   

Dupont              Nicole 

Dupont             François    spouse 

Dupont               Rémi       son 

Dupont Nicole 

Dupont François 

From 

• Individual bulletins (BI) for more than 

84% of the household (the simpliest) 

• List members, known relationships and 

individual bulletins.  



Using the B.I. from the census 

 Counting the individual bulletins and using sex, ‘being in 

a couple’ status  and date of birth 

 A family is the part of a household with at least two persons 
who are : 
 a couple and their children (if any in the household) ; 

 an adult with his/her child (single-parent family). 

 In a family, a “child” is necessarily single and childless. 

 A household can include zero, one or two families.  

 



Nicole 
Dupont 

François 
Dupont 

x 

Rémi 
Dupont 

X 
   X 
X 

x 

Dupont              Nicole 

Dupont                François    spouse 

Dupont                   Rémi       son 

For more complex 

families the household 

form is used to 

describe the links 

within the household 

This is how it is 

done in the UK 

census 



Then, the Modality of Cohabition MOCO 

variable is computed 
 Household composition results from Cohabition 

Modality for each member of the HH: 

MOCO  Frequency Percentage 

child from couple 15338 4.26 

child from a single parent family 7281 2.02 

adult from a couple without children 115962 32.24 

adult from a couple with children 113025 31.42 

adult head of a single parent family 20685 5.75 

isolated adult in a HH with other people 14937 4.15 

isolated adult 72467 20.15 



A success for simple family types 

Census EFL SAME 

child from couple 0.00 0.02 0.00 

child from single 

parent family 

0.04 0.00 0.01 

adult from couple 

without children 

24.97 14.42 0.95 

adult from couple 

with children 

71.98 81.96 97.62 

adult head of a single 

parent family 

1.16 0.74 0.29 

isolated adult in a HH 

with other people 

1.78 2.86 1.13 

isolated adult 0.07 0.00 0.00 

Total 10959 5389 98382 

Couple with child(ren) 

Census EFL SAME 

child from couple 0.00 0.20 0.00 

child from single 

parent family 

0.00 0.16 0.00 

adult from couple 

without children 

0.00 42.72 98.43 

adult from couple with 

children 

0.00 50.86 0.00 

adult head of a single 

parent family 

0.00 0.54 0.02 

isolated adult in a HH 

with other people 

0.00 5.52 1.55 

isolated adult 100.00 0.00 0.00 

Total 41 4436 109481 

Couple without child(ren) 



  

 Almost  250 000 ‘simple’ families types are globally 

well tidied up! 

Census EFL SAME Total 

child from couple 0.03 0.37 0.00 9 

child from single parent 

family 

0.00 0.28 0.02 9 

adult from couple without 

children 

0.03 0.14 0.07 16 

adult from couple with 

children 

0.03 6.91 0.06 159 

adult head of a single 

parent family 

35.56 49.70 95.10 17881 

isolated adult in a HH with 

other people 

1.74 42.60 4.75 1752 

isolated adult 62.61 0.00 0.00 1979 

Total 3161 2143 16501 21805 

Lone parent family 

Still acceptable… 



From complex families within the 

household to complex household 

Census 

classification 

Census 

classification 



“Isolated adult” in the Census 

87404 (100%) 

3,04% are in fact the 

child in a family 

6,17% are in fact 

lone mothers 

4,09% are in fact 

in a conjugal union 

11,3% are not  

at all isolated 



Linguistic ambiguity: 
Questions phrased differently in the Census & in 
the Family survey 

 

     or   Live in a couple 

 

Be a couple 

 

 

       Census BI 

 

 

 

 

The Conjugal Link 

Census BI 



Etes-vous actuellement en 
couple ?  Family survey question 

YES with someone who lives in the HH 232645 

64.68% 

YES with someone who lives elsewhere 

     (Living Apart Together LAT) 

9685 

2.69% 

 
No, but I was once in a conjugal union 

70212 

19.52% 

I was always single 47153 

13.11% 

Total 359695 

100.00 

YES with someone who lives elsewhere 
     (Living Apart Together LAT) 

9685 

2.69% 



How are people LAT classified  
by the census? 

MOCO           Fréquence         Pourcentage 

child from couple 985 10.17 

child from single parent family 472 4.87 

adult from couple without children 129 1.33 

adult from couple with children 80 0.83 

adult head of a single parent family 1182 12.20 

isolated adult in a HH with other people 845 8.72 

isolated adult 5992 61.87 

• 12% are in the category head of a lone-parent 
family when there are rather in a lone-parent HH 

 

• 62% are classified as ‘isolated adult’ 

MOCO           Fréquence         Pourcentage 

child from couple 985 10.17 

child from single parent family 472 4.87 

adult from couple without children 129 1.33 

adult from couple with children 80 0.83 

adult head of a single parent family 1182 12.20 

isolated adult in a HH with other people 845 8.72 

isolated adult 5992 61.87 



I do not live in a couple (in the census) 

YES with someone who lives in the HH 1,83% 

YES with someone who lives elsewhere 5,61% 

No, but I was once in a conjugal union 55,18% 

Always single 37.38% 

• Family survey allows a better perception of couple 
situations  

• The use of the question "do you live couple" in the EAR 
is not sufficient for the construction of cohabitation 
modality (MoCo). 

 

YES with someone who lives in the HH 1,83% 

In the Family survey 



Same-sex couples in the census 

 89% of same sex cohabiting partners declare 
living in a union.  

 

 they are excluded by construction : a couple can 
only be heterosexual  

 

 How are coded the persons belonging to HH 
where lives a same sex couple? 



Identified as 

two isolated adults in a HH with other people 

 

 

 

 

 Identified as 

one isolated adult in a HH with other people  

one adult head of a single parent family 

one child from single parent family 

Same-sex couples in the census 

93% 

  7% 



“ami” a French ambiguity 

 

Chamonaz  Juliette                    

    Robillot   Jacques        « ami »  = friend or partner 

      or spouse                  

Friend or Lover: Linguistic ambiguity 

Census 



When ‘’AMI” is written to 

describe the relationship 

in the Census 62,3% coresident 

partners 

3,5% 

LATS 

34,2% 

friends 

The Family survey reveals 



Conclusion (1) 
Census data enumerates HOUSEHOLD members 

 

• The family types available are ‘limited’ by the criteria of 

coresidence 

• French census reconstructs the family ties within the HH 

• not only emerging types of families are misclassified: 

- lone parent families tend to be over-estimated 

- isolated adults may be engaged in stable 

relationships 

• More complex types are ignored 

 



Conclusion (2) 
Family survey data describe FAMILY members 

• They can be difficult to match with census data 

 

A wide discussion is taking place on the concepts of 

Household and Family 

 

The vision of the nuclear family is challenged by 

Family survey data which exhibit the diversity of 

relationships taking place between household 

 

The necessity to assess the capacity of the data to 

the describe the reality of the situations. 


